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Reflections on Current 
Religious Thought 


By M.A. C. | 
LINCOLN’S ATTITUDE TOWARDS RELIGION. | 
NE of the most absurd claims, yet one which | 
is repeatedly made by non-Catholic and | 
anti-Catholic propagandists, is that Abra- 
ham Lincoln was a Protestant. It is well 
known that Lincoln's interest in religion 
was of the most unenthusiastic sort, that 
he declined to ally himself with any denomi-| 
nation, seld>m went to any church, and 
sarefully refrained from any discussion of religion as_ 
wach. What is not so generally known is that such | 
garly training as he may have had in religion and mor-| 
slity was at least tinged and influenced by the fact that | 
sis mother’s humble home was the scene of the occa 
sional visits of a missionary priest, who met the few and 
scattered Catholies of the neighborhood and «. 
Yass in the cabin shown in the adjoining picture 
Rut Lincoln, while not a “church-member” had a 
respect for religion and reverenced God. At 
when so many of his countrymen were excited) | 


iebrated 


great 
a time 


pushing an anti-Catholic campaign, he did 


not hesitate 


Throngh (hy io Sa°, as  eporees in Lamon’s “Recollections of Abra 
selontite vn hem Lincoln”: “l am not a Know-Nothing, that is cer 
anybody sew tas | When the Knoew-Nothings get contro! it wil! read: | 
“Sih, ‘All men were created equal, except the negroes, ani 
pee foreieners and Catholics.” When it comes to this | 
Diseoy- should prefer emigrating to some country where the) 


where 
can be taken pure, and without the base alio 


make no pretence of loving liberty— despotism 


of hy p 


. > 
Scrawny ae 
~ Ld cricy . 
> Or Diet- Soon after the death of Lincoln, the apostate 


Chiniquy originated and spread broadcast the fable of | 
the so-called “Dark Cloud” remark, a fable which has| 
peen revamped and used again and again by those who! 
press the anti-Catholic campaign in this country. They | 
have not, however, given an equal prominence to the 
suthoritative denial of the fable by no less a person than 
, the notorious Tom Watson, who stated as recently as 


"m flesh and December 11, 1920, that he had no confidence in it him- 
pb ing self, and never used it in any of his bitt anti-Cat! 

nd vitality, slic speeches and writings. His opinion was that it wa 

@ deficiency fabricated after Mr. Lincoln’s death, as in fact it was. 
ptions, ema. The freauently reiterated statement of the anti- 
nd pellagra, Catholic publicists that the murder of Lincoln was the 
ms outcome of a Catholic ‘plot, is not longer listened to b: 
ee intelligent people or included in reputable histories. Yet 
eting it is continually dwelt upon by the enemies of the Church 
famines aré reprinted in leaflets and pamphlets, and regarded as 


Gospel Truth by the same class of people who swallow 


a oy ha whole the utterly unfounded statement that Lincoln 
quick! was a Protestant. 


\ great and good man, one of the outstanding fig 


e firm ures of American history, a wise and foresighted states 


ae 


ee 
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LOG AND MARBLE MONUMENTS MARK CAREER OF ABRAHAM ‘LINCOLN. 


—_—_ --— 


Upper Left—Birthplace, near Hodgenville, Ky. Upper Right—Me- 
Center—-Familiar statue by Gutzon Borg: 
J. Center Right—-House in Washington where 
Lincoln died after being shot in Ford’s 


mortal et Washington, D. C. 
jum, in Newark, 


tomb in Springfield, IT!) 


The Editor Discusses Some Very Common Misapprehensions \." ' 


Regarding the Catholic Church. earn 
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Theater. Lower Right—Lincolu’s 
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‘Wyckliffe Not F: irst 
to Translate 


By the Rev. Bacdaad X. O'Reilly. 
HE Gideons, a very worthy society ef ¢ 


more than a half million copies of the Bible” 


in hotel rooms throughout the U 
States. They also call attention ts 


they think to be a fact. that the Bible has 
never been so popular “since Wycekliffe first 
gave the scriptures to the common people.” 

Such mistakes have been so frequently published and 
with such as#franceThat many of the people readily be- 
lieve them. One of the popular historical lies which we 
do not for a moment think the Gideons consciously 
perpetrate is that Wyckliffe was the first to give tie 
Bible teéhe common people. It has been urged by niamy 
English writers that Wyckliffe translated the whole of 
the Bible. This may be questioned. While there are iz 
existence two versions of the Bible that are attributed 
to Wyckliffe, their genuineness has been disputed by 
good authorities. There is one thing quite certain. The 
Bible was familiar to laymen long before the time of 
Wyckliffe and the whole of the Bible had been translated 
into English long before John Wrekliffe was Born. Et 
impossible in 

article to mention the numerous pre-Wyckliffe trans- 
lations. We may say that the whole Psalter was trans 
lated before the year 1340. The Enelish version of the 
Commentary on the Psalter by Peter Lombard was spread 
in numerous < throughout Engtand in the easly 
part of the Societeeath century. For many years a version 
of the Apocalypse, with a Commentary, was attributed 
| to Wyckliffe but it is really a version of a Norman Com- 
| mertary from the first half of the thirteenth century. 
' 
. 


would be manifestly 


pies 


On the authority of Professor Paves of Cambridge, we 
know that the Epistles of Saint Paul, Saint James, and 
Saint Peter were translated into English somewhere in 
the early fourteenth centary. The same may be sald of 
¢ mmcttaries on the Gospels, while there are several 
the Acts and the Catholic Epistles which 
period. Besides these versions of 
Holy Scripture there existed numer. 
the Our Father, the Ten Command- 


| manuscripts of 
belonged to Chae Saiiie’ 
Rook: of 


ngs of 


particulal 


} wus 
: 


retmic?! 


ments, the Life, Passion and Resurrection of Christ and 
| of the parts read on Sundays and feast days in the Massa. 
heleve the testimony of Archbishop Cranmer, 


Vore. F 
t} ° } 
kliffe 


x the Martyrologist, the whole Bible 
glish tongue long before the birth of 


Long before the time of Wyckliffe the Bible was 
byrthe common people. Back 
Saint Bede translated portions of 
lohn anti the Psalms. In the firat 


e ninth century we hawt #hanuscripts of what is 


parts 
n Angio-Sax day 


the Gospel of Sant 


re quickt man, who guided the destinies of his country through; y PUES 
a aa one of its most crucial periods, the lesson of his broad NOTHER thing which it le - ch a decisio dered, 
= and kindly tolerance is one which might wel! be taken) would be impossible for “°° , ect i —— so Could 
4 Days to heart on this anniversary, for he stood for “malice | me to believe is the In- oe - a “io ‘ al ote - al call 
? ‘ mreh are n »> e ae Triste 
: dart 1 a towards none, é ’ for “liberty and justice for all, prin- | fallibility of the Pope. - “ke : men fet them MVIStEX 
: cee _— which might well be incorporated into the charac- | tits ts tc eda in| ee rae we ’: 
a aaa ‘ of later day Americanism, yet which so many, who) wi . i You believe in private interpreta 
claim to be Be 100 dike cent” seem so = to forget in the world to believe tion of the scriptures; but your ir 
ma ee en oe when it is once under- terpretation | ted from 
ckly stood. If you believe in error, of what value is it’? ! not 
Ty Offers to the divinity of Christ, you believe that much easier to believe that the teach- 
it was in His power to protect His ing authority in the Charch is pro 
Di ‘ / C fi > |Church from error through the cen- tected by the Holy Spirit from error, 
1vu ge on CSSION iurics. More than this, if you believe than to believe that you and every 
| Christ to be God and a wise God, you other individual are protected ? 
ROM time to time one sees. it denomina- ! are almost forced to believe tha He. Thare exist the most conflicti: , we 
tional papers and even in the secular press, | would so protect His Church from among peo conce! gy what must 
statements by non-Catholic ministers ap-|error. If you believe that He was, be believed or done for salvation. But 
proving, in @ genera! way, of the practice | God, vou must believe that He would ! inne ‘ 
of Confession, and expressing a desire that | keep His solemn promises to the ef- tance v Almighty God ha 
something of the sort might find a place in| fect that He would send the “Holy offered 1 safe teacher and pilot? 
the pastoral work of their denominations:| Ghost to the Church to keep it in Of fallibility we meant 
One large Protestant body, though its) 'truth,” that He Himself would “be tha Pop: ir stand 
ministers are handicapped by lack of training in Moral | with the Church even unto the end of, w we Re The Pope has fre« 
Theology, and entirely unsupported and unprotected by| the world,” that the “gates of hel! wi , 
anything in thetr church law regarding such a pract! ice,| W ould - prevail. against tre will may Dreak a law rf ' } 
sn in recent years undertaken to hear the confessions | Church.” Now, if you believe these! constitutes si: Neither is the P 
of their people and to base personal advice on the things, you ‘believe that the Church of inspired; neither does 1 eceive : 
knowledge thus gained. It is to the great credit of the | ‘Christ must be infallible when She. revelations: neithe s he protected 
Hips Church Anglican clergy that those who hear con-| | speaking in the name of * Founder,| from error in other matters than 
fessions are, as a rule, very eareful to observe some | teaches what one must hor et or do rthose pertaining to faith and mora! 
sort of “seal,” and their attitude, should they be ques-|to attain eternal salvation. But the! neither is he protected in these mat 
tioned in a court of law regarding such confidences,| Church teaches through her bishops; ters unless he, as spokesman for the 
would be substantially the same as. that of a Catholic | assembled in General Council, or thru! Church, teaches the whole flock of 
Priest. of | her spokesman, the Pope. Har ‘dly once | Christ 


In most of the states of the Union, the conferences 
of a layman with his pastor (of whatever name) are de- 
fined by Jaw as falling in thé elass of privileged com- 


in a century is the Church 7." Tke Catholic Church can 

now to give an ex-cathedra decisidn,|a good American institution, because 
i» . : 

but for the sake of the hundreds of\its head is a foreigner, and its people 


never he 


munications. Everywhere the ethics of the courts of law 
exempt clergymen and physicians from bearing testi- 
Mony regarding statements made to them by persons | 
who have sought their professional advice. So wide- 
Spread and strong is the feeling of the public in this 
matter that we are not surprised at the demonstration 
made recently in a Chicago court when a certain non- : 
Catholic minister offered to divulge such a confidence. | 
As reported in The Chicago Tribune: 

“A Lutheran minister, the Rev. Jacob Prfister, 
offered to reveal on the witness stand yestertiay the 
confession Miss Benkhardt had made to him when 
he, a8 a member of the investigating committee a‘ 
the hospital, heard her accusations against the phy- 

“But the spectators made such a demonstratio | 
hat Judge Parry A. Lewis, before whom the case 
nas been heard, ordered his bailiffs to quiet the 

rowd and advised the minister not to repeat that 
which the girl had told him. 

Attorney Charlies P. Molthrop also offered ob- 


ections, 
“ g test against this offer to disclose the 
ecrets of the confessional, wo matter what they 


were or how trivial their nature,’ Mr. Molthrop said. 
‘She went to him for spiritual advice as one would 
KO to a ee ig time of need and anxiety. | have 
never heard of | Aamaed so outrageous as this of- 
fered testimony 
Perhaps oe 4 ‘an episode as.this may be ONE of the 
reasons why non-Catholics do not take kindly to the at- 
tempts of their ministers to introduce a sort of Protes- 
tant confessional into their churches. NO ONE EVER 
HEARD OF A CATHOLIC PRIEST DIVULGING SEC- 


| be that a senator of the 


) posed 


RETS ENTRUSTED TO HIM IN THE CONFESSION-| 


thing he would thereby be automatically unfrocked. | 
Vatholies know this, and they approach, their clergy |" 


. with perfect confidence that their secrets, be they seri- that reflect me views of thé South. A 
| »48 or otherwise, will never be divulged. Only so covld! true Southerner is a gentleman first 

ond, ind. “@ Sacramental character of confession be protected. | and above all things. Urbanity, cour- 
SS This does net, of course, enter into the consideration of | a pr ol c pw sonar | Meg 
aes non-Catholies. who regard such confidences with their | Davis, £. C. Waithall, L. Q. C. La- 
of te ministers as nothing more that confidences, given for! mar, J. Z. George, Ben Hill, Wade 


Ete the sale of ebtnining advice 
_ Fortunately such incidents 


comfort. . 
this. which we have 


° 


AL. Indeed should a priest be so mad as to do such | 


millions ¥ who might otherwise be mis 


KEPT CATTS AT HOME 


Perhaps the 1 next thing we shal! 
hear from the nationa! will 
' sTate . 


capita 
U nites 
has been expelled. His name may he 
Watson, of Georgia. He 
his fate and be solely re- 
for his own doom 

nited States senator is sup- 
to be a dignified gentieman up- 
e is the represen- 


Thomas E. 
will deserve 
sponsible 
Al 


on ali occasions. 


itative of his state in the greatest de- 


liberative assembly on earth. He 
should so demean himself as to re- 
flect crpdit upon his state. 

It is unfortunate that it should 
have been a con 


first essman from 


the State of Texas, who, by his, un-. 


dignified and ungentlemanly conduct, 
brought down upon himself a public 
reprimand by the presiding officer of 
the national House of Kepresenta- 
tives, acting pursuant to a resolution 
unanimously adopted by the member- 
ship. And then that it should be @ 
senator from the State of Georgia 
wha, by similar conduct brings down 
on his head the censure of the coun- 
try and possibly ultimate expulsion. 
The regrettable thing about the af- 
fair is that the South as a whole will 
suffer in the eyes of the nation be- 
cause of the conduct of Congreseman 
| Blanton and Senator Watson, though 
neither, in their ungentlemanly and 
conduct, typify the ideals 


Hanipton. SR. lary, 
Yulee and the host of other great 
uf a bygone day --Pea- 


“— 


rlages 


owe allegiance to a foreign power. 


| calip&.the Vespasian Psalter. © Paris Peralter is 


Even if “ hat You SA were true ’ “inate wat oui wari ul it be i ribed b cptane scholar: of King Alfred, though others 
would not militate against the divine ,twes the Church and American! deny that he the auth There is the Rushwerth ver- 
character of the Church Christ | Repub here not a bishop who! yn of th Gospels smilie h contains an independent trans- 


stituted an international Church, His advocates euch. unioa between... the! ation aL the first Gospel, with parts af the others, We 
Ost al wae to reach all nations. ary ¢ hy irc? itn A rate ul a the St rt “> HAVES the We st Saxon Gos pels. which originated in 
to be preached to every creature No | rs 1ireard* {*s t hyy ( ath 
, . (Continued on Page Four) 
matter wv here the site of groVernme oe fo | . ' 4 : forcing 
' an international church mf®ht be ~ you 
Jecated, tt would be in a foreign coun: | : Samples of Ads Used 
t , to eve! 7 at OT exice? ’ Pah aL. ; ' ‘ ; ‘ 
i rat Wwe' i} on : j ' ' ‘ ; : 1 ; 
nat lice ta the Doned Bea nould | in itts urg ress 
His religion be a good Amz e nbtienbed 
igion : Hie w 8 ot a \ ' ’ a we reproduced some of the 
neirthnar ' _r ak 4 . if j 7 ’ ‘ ’ " r - >i ‘ ; 
terrae were an} : run in the dally papers 
neitner was a singie one whi ang ter pat tisn ‘sv 
gle ‘ | , Having been since petitioned 
ized a nation which i ri \ “dy ind do > 4t 
: > . mn ore of them we are here. 
tia? The Protestant irche r ‘ , 
“e Ye omit th standin an- 
seem to be successful Americal ! } “> 
; 7 ct pDpeenares at the wtto 
stitutions, because hres urLhs f j i t i i s = 
7. 
the American people are | iffiliated | « i ri imd second 
= ; i : *<4 . 
vith any of them. Lea ) | poos Why Catholics Say It 
neo? ‘ h r r¢ : r? ’ ‘ ’ | ’ | 
he United State " oy their prayers is a4 
' nt ’ eacn comme»mor 
mibe of a her ' , ‘ 
ome ere yen e f Christ. On them 
nh i) : ‘ ( hurch and State ‘Re | «rs ty er a the Ha Mat (Luke, 1-28) are 
There ta. A ‘ nus be sepa ited ra t’ } Perel nei “7 ming thei beads ' atholies meditate 
ehurt s the bined 
Py 5.a At Ly ‘ . ' ' | With ‘ . 
: ° > 7: » 
hold by wut! ' Catholics Don’t Eat Meat on Friday 
. 2 : gT . . : A : : ey" , 
* . , : ’ : - 7s 7? , ; \ , " . : 4 . 3 ' HHI I DIED ON THE 
a wr i A a 4 i ’ raul ne ‘ oR .¥ : halia . 
) ; ' 1. I RIDA ind t_ ALnoliics coMm- 
car =e © ™ : rb t day O62 time vear by a VOL. 
The Catholic Church alsa shows arta w of flesh meat. 
herself to be un-American in her ad estant 
vocacy of Union between Church and atholn (Church 190) ," eCa©rs Old 


State. ui : 


Catholic Practice of Calling 


JUDGE TALLEY’S REMARAS ON 
CALLING THE BANNS. 
i do not say that th legislation 
. } e panacea i! t 
wt } Yipee Cieatl ‘ 
q At . st It Vs pe r 
miracles with human r 


am convinced that ur 

measure the State could tal n 

would tx at intelligrer pt ' 

for ha al q ibl-ad neu 

and the sufferings which ti e' M4 
It is not the publi ity, nece ardi’s 

but the interval] of a mont! hich 


time to gain a sober perspective of the 
which would bring about the de 
reformation. 
concerned 


important 


step, 
sired 
State 


musi 


So fa ; Line 
the 


up iT) 


marriags¢ 
reiationshio 


,which two human beings can enter 


It is scandalous that a step 
which the welfare of the 
of future generations rest 
undertaken with no more Lion 
or effort than one encounters in o1 


Upon 
and 
may 


natior 


reai 


dering a meal or buying a theater 
ticket. 

Our laws. or lack of lews. make it 
possible for a man and a woman to 
meet at a party, go to the «ity hall 
ge. a hicemse at one Window, aid hay 
a ceremony periormed at anuln 
all in one day 


Judge Tailey then 
to the value ol 


Graws attention 


* Fi oe : ; 
une old . acnon ur 


tom of “cating the bane.” a cite- 
Som still retained in many non-Cath 
olic countries abroad. 

The custom of ' 


publi ' ee Lele 
required by Sie « h green ; 


baka 


on centuries of experietice and 

a therough understanding . mime 
Weak Ness. Hasty, imp ° , 

am, rarely New 


SUCCESS U 


Aaih Ameryag 


There i¢ not a bish m the t nited and ¢ rel Chu ach rue Church of 
| Ty A post : rm rhe A posties, the 
SE CI J S. et | hy we tear be Fil uccessors if 
el ’ " - ,” : : : mhe ‘7 " ; ie 0) al -s 
e fi er hh the ’ ind of the house. 
‘ i bi L "| i 4) THE PFPOUNDA. 
: ‘ POOR VFN ¢ ih} it ( ". ' ry , DP , “TS ri 
Marriage Banns Defended. ER CHI TICE TION O} LES AND PROPHETS, Christ 
; ‘HITE tS EULAMIZEID ' f curner «at » 
_ ——— " > ; — ~~, ~ +. 
LESS HASTE IN MARRIAGE BY Hi UCCESSOR 
Connecticut has be 4 rhe Pope of Rome 
" bit i? ‘ lan 
TY ; 4 
riag : ria nad ‘ " 
} | Th ‘ vit “at f 
| 
uid but 
- : ait “ ' . Wi Tt 
checking the speed o { \ Y re OR 
piace too. where they w ‘ 4 , 
if whet he : Lhe . 
arriage und 
i had at orice at ' , . 
a ' i atholics Save S. SI50,000 000 ‘ early 
ed nention that : he 
wife at home. For i On Education 
the Andrews-Tatnall case j “ ’ ' 
tation brought much busines ' : arial 
parsons and justices of the oy in 
war a source of easy more thalics 
However, the legisiato: Lan 
nave concluded that if leas haste wer: 
manifest In getting married the k = 
might be tied tighter and hold “? ; 
‘s ae ay ; | (ne Kold—One Shepherd 
At least they AVG PASSO A , 
quiring that five days elapse bet Phen 
the application for a license and ti bh, hi . ay 
issuing of the same. This, doubti © (alta, ONn® DEP: 
' i . ey : é 
is intended to give those Hlempla CHUR ' — hie 
ing matrimony time to reflect. It w RCH SCHOOLS SHOW LEAST the Cathohe 
: ‘ ’ ‘har J . 
have the effect. necessari! f pre tHRAC EH OF EX IMMORALITY nat wreat 
' ’ / . ‘a ?) ’ ra 
venting a coupl fre} falling ‘ _ : tae - ——_ 
" , is ; amr 
married all ij ‘it . ’ : ’ : ‘ ; \ 
7 Heese reguiat OMS motuiG - ; a mts ; _ , . 7s we are, 
make Marricgt im * 
more unportant than inviting a atholic j ruth ' nchangeable 
to bave ah ive cream soda. it 1 ty — | 
ome Parsons aid justice OL OUsite murs Toe 
me 3 present a ld ee - : m , professors of 
: ‘ wi ks 
: ‘/? i> Le 7? 2) » -* a> | J es : ri Yee es " . : . ae Pati bi te giion tuble. 
divorce cases ~~" nervy Ma ni 
his good effec).  Marriag : . , : fi lated centubtes 
: uipmier eile assis p , ed P sal heing 
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elling men have just published a report. bes * Uf 
which they announce that they have placed 


the course of a brief © 
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.OUR SUNDAY VISITOR 


Children’s School and Playground 
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CALENDAR FOR THIS WEER. 


(CN. C. W. C. Service) 
Sunday, a eyae 5—Fifth Sunday 
after iphany. St. Agatha, Vir- 
gin # martyr, who was born 
in Sicily of noble parents and early 
consecrated herseit to God She re- 
fused to succumb to the tempta- 
tions of the Emperor Decius and 
remained pure and undefiled. She 
was executed with cruel torments 


but Our Lord has shown His tender 
regard for her bod, down to the 
present day, for in modern times, 
the tomb being opened, the skin has 


been beheld entire and a sweet fra-?P 


grance has issued forth. 

Monday, February 6—Qui inquagesima 
Sun ay, St. Dorothy, a young vit 
gin of Caesarea, cele brated for her 


angelic virtue. She converted two 
women who had fallen awa: from 
the faith and who had been ch irged 
to attempt to perv: . She 


answered the reque st of Theophilus, 


who asked that she send him apples 
or roses from her gar len by send 
ing an ange! to him after her death 
He was converted and like Dorothy 
died for the faith 

‘Tuesday; February 7—.St. Romauld, 
who entered a monastery to de 


enance for a murder committed by 
his father, «a bleman 
He founded many monasteries, 
chief of which was at Can 
whence his followers get the name 
Camaldolese. He died in 127. 

Wednesday, February &8—St. John 
Matha, who founded the Order of 
the Holy Trinity for the redempti 
of Christian slaves. He died in 
1214. 

Thursday, February 9—Ash Wednes 
day, St. Apollonia and the 
tyrs of Alexandria who suffered in) 


tavenna no 


two MmMar- 


Alexandria in 249 and a year later 
braved the persecution of Deciua. 
Apollonia, an aged virgin, wa 


burned alive. 

Friday, February 10—St: 
sister of the great patriarch, 
Benedict, under whose direction 
founded and governed a nume 
community near Monte Casino 
died about 543. 

Saturday, February 11—St. Sevirnus, 
of a noble Burgundian family, who 
fosook the world and became head 
of the great abbey of St. Maurice. 
a Bye mde many miracles, 

them the cure of Clovis, the | 


Scholastica, 
st 
ahe 
aiid 
She 


first istian of France. He died 
in 507. 
LEARN THE ANSWERS. 

What is “nockdle as Does if 
grow in this country? 

To whom did our Lady ap- 
pear at Lourdes? 

Whose sister wae St. Schol 
astica? 

THE FRUITS THAT REOPEN 

SLOWLY 
(London Daily Mail) 

“Human beings are like plants. =! 
is not always the tree which grow 
and fruits the auickest that (rive th 
best crop iN the end. The brilliant 

y does not always fulfil the exp 
tations of his friends. while the b 


who was supposed to be dul! occa 
ally surprises everybody in afte 
because his mind was of tl 


which takes a long time to matur 


| CATHOLICS 


—_— a — 


Will you tell me who the Pope is gifts of a prior incumbent. 


and how he gets to be Pope? | Is the Pope's authority in any way 
Th Po pe i the Bishop of Rome, | limited? 
the Suc ssor of St. Peter, and the | Yes, first in its nature; it is essen- 
head ¢ ¢ the Catholic Church on earth. | tially moral. Second, in its extent; it 
St. Peter was pointed to this office’ ‘extends to those things only which 
by ow ord THimeelf. The Church | inhere in the teachings of Christ, 
electa hi cessor. He is elected: Third, in its exercise; the Pope is 
directly .* the College of Cardinals|human, and every human precaution | 


who, when a Pope dies, assemble from | calculated to avoid either excess or’ 


’ 


all parts the world and closet/| abuse, must be observed. In fine, "the 
themselves together until by secret, Pope’s authority is defined and limit-| 
llot they elect his successor. \ed by the constitution of the Church. 


of 


ba 


Who can be elected Pope? | Where does the Pope get his 
Any Catholic man living. There} authority? 
/are ho restrictions or qualifications in| From his office as instituted by 


respect of class, race or fationality.|Jesus Christ when He appointed St. 
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Written on same sheet with subscrip- | 
ons. 


: 


In the Charlotte, N. C., Ob- 


‘server, on January 27th, there | 


‘appeared a report of a lecture 
‘on Brazil by a returned Pro- 
testant missionary. He makes 
some very extravagant charges, 
some of which are as follows: 


dition as every other country 
wherein the Catholic Church 
has had charge—illiteracy, ig- 
norance, immorality and #in.”’ 
Some of the finest workers in 
Brazil are former Roman Cath- 
olic priests, who have been con- 
verted to Protestantism. Out 
\0f two hundred and eighty mil- 
ion “Roman Catholics in the 
world, two hundred million are 
‘illiterate solely. because the 
|Church prevents them. from be- 
\ing educated, Very few of the 


‘people know that there’ts a Bi-| 


| ble, and are discouraged in read- 
tt, if they do know of its ezis- 
tence.” He related several in- 


| stances of the persecutions of | 
He 


Protestants by the priests. 
stated that 20 per cent of all the 


'children born in Brazil are ii-' 


legitimate. I am interested in 


having your opinion concerning | 


'these charges. 

Ordinarily take no- 
'tice of an outburst by some in- 
significant individual, but. since 
what this “returned Missionary” 
\says is in keeping with what 
‘missionaries are wont to report | 
in letters to the sectarian press 


we do not 


‘it may be well for the charges 


i . . 
'to have some consideration from | 


us. 
All that is good in Brazil is 


‘due to the Church; all that is not | | 


4) good is due to other influences, 
particularly those of a hostile 
‘state. During the reign of the | 
last Emperors of Brazil 
many years prior to 1891) Re- 
ligious Orders were not tolerat- 
ed, and no clergy were allowed | 
to have charge of parishes ex- 
cept native clergy. When these 
laws were passed Religious Or- 


ders had practically all parishes, | 


and there were no native priests 
This meant that the people fo! 
at least two generations were 
without the ministration 
priests at all. The surprise, 
therefore, that the people 
know anything about the 
Church or that the Church has 
made half the progress she has 
made. 
The illiteracy of Brazil is 
. due principally to the complex- 
jus of population and the way it 
is scattered. Brazil larger 
than the United States, and has 
a population of only 25 million. 
This is 100 per gent higher than | 
it was twenty years ago. Then 
one-half of all the people are 
negroes. Even in the south of | 
the United States where Pro- 


is 


is 


tionally, and only 
‘ago some of these states had no 
| compulsory education law. They | 
/were as backward as Brazil in 
| this ‘respect. 

Moreover, the bulk of the) 
population of Brazil lives in the | 
tropics, where there is perpet- 
ual summer. In this country we) 
close our schools during the 


WHITE LIGHT FROM OIL 
LAMPS NOW- 


eed 


| Government Tests Prove New Light | 
Beats Electric—Sensational 
Invention 


A new lam ms recently been in- 
vented which ns common kerosene | 
oil and produces a soft, white light 
‘said to be even better than electric or 

Tests by the Government oa 
cies Universities prove this ney 
lieht § is superior to ten ordinary oil 
lamps. It without odor, snioke 
| or noise, 


quires no on and has 
 sowtaadie ‘e the Underwriters for in- 
surance. . 

The inventor, J. W. Johnson, Room | 
No. 122, 609 West Lake St., Chicago, 
IL, is offering to send one of these! 
‘new lamps on ten da ’ free trial, or 
seven give one to the first user in each | 
‘locality whe will help him intreduce 
it. Write him today fer particulars. 
‘Also ask him to explain has Se | 

tion 


a oe 


“Brazil today is in the same con- | 


> | 


(for; 


of | 


‘testantism is supreme, the ne-| 
gro is greatly neglected educa-| 


poesibie. in the order recei 


ae 


be come impatient ir the a - By 2 
ter we receive saunas 


three hot summer months. Now| 
levery month in the year is hot- 
ter than our three summer 
months are for most of the pop- 
ulation of Brazil. Let us pre- 
Sume that our country had only 
one-fourth its present popula- | poi 
tion; that one-half of all were 
negroes, and that we had in- 
tense heat twelve months of the 
year—what would our standing 
among the nations of the world 
'be? 

The C atholic priests who have 
gone over to Protestantism in 
Brazill are those who, not get- 
ting along in Portugal, the 
mother country, went to Brazil, 
and .finding themselves out of a 
job, went over to one or the oth- 


For all the world they would not | 
have done it if they were on 
their death-bed, and if God is| 
merciful to them they will re- 
turn to the Catholic fold before 
they die. There was one priest 
in charge of a Church in Bra-| 
zil who joined the Protestant. 
but the Catholic reader will 
readily surmise the reason. 

The charge that the Catholic |. 
Church fosters ignorance, and | 
therefore is responsible for il.- 
literacy in many countries where 
her numbers are large as has 
often been answered. The Cath- 
olic Church thrives best where | 
education flourishes. The Cath- 
olic Chureh has her best growth | 
in the United States, England, | 
Germany, Holland, where illit- 
eracy is at a lowiebb, and it may 
be s€id that Protestantism is not 
|growing in these countries. 
| That the people of Brazil or 
any other 
the existence of the 
| that they are not encouraged to 
read it is a brazen falsehood. As | 
'was mentioned in a recent edi- 
torial tn this paper, the simple |' 
|Catholic people of such 
| tries as 
ithe Bible than most 
| school members of Protestant 

churches in the United States. 
|'They can not keep the feasts of 
‘their Church properly without 
i‘ knowing the whole life of Christ. 
The prayer-books which they use 
iat contain much 


divine services 
the Bible. 

The very best schools in Bra 
zil, or in. any of the South 
American countries, are Catho- 
lic schools. They are not only 
wav ahead of the state schools 
in the same countries, Sut they 
| will compare favorably with the 
best schools and colleges we have 
in the United States. 

There is a laxity about the 
marriage laws in most South 
*American countries, or rather 
an indifference on the part of 
the State towards the observ- 
ance of laws governing mar- 
‘riage. For instance in 
'countries, where people must be 
i'married by a civil magistrate if 


ot 


S¢ 


ithey are married at all, they are} 


omit 
Many 


| seldom punished if they 
| this ceremony altogether. 
‘of the lower class do this. 

Politics in Brazil are more 
rotten than in this country. For | 
instance, the present president | 
‘of Bazil was not the one elected. 
|The one who was properly elect- | 
led by the ballots of the people 
'was forbidden to take office by | 
his defeated rival. About 10,-| 
000 soldiers kent the man elect- 
ed away from the Capital and in- 
stalled the one who new rules. 
Two years ago I was 


a few years | 


next president of ‘Brazil, and 
‘who will be the one to succeed 
him. It 


‘tween the States of Rio de Ja- 


neiro and San Paolo, the most | 
Brazilian | 
states. One of these states in- A 


populated of - the 


sists upon being represented in | 
the presidency this term, and | 


is fies and economical, re- the other the next. Graft is very B nee 


| ‘prevalent. 


the Church, which is greatly | 
handicapped in her activities, is | deafness is caused by catarrh or by 


) 
to blame for what is not right 


in Brazil. 
Ohio. 
veither. 
.. Feet, git it eplirely, eis! 


country do not know | 
Bible Or | 


coun- | 
srazil, know more about | 
= 1) 
Sunday 


some | 


in Brazil 
and was told who will be the 


is due to a bargain | 
\which was consummated  be-| 


It was not sinful for | 
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h 
—# | ment during the next few weeks, and the Prizes will be awarded March 19th. -# ~~ gloom is worth infinitely 
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LOOKING TO TH THE FUTURE 


“oe y , Soren 


my choice will RB that he is a Cath- 
‘lic. are several s rea- 
— for this serious and important 
First and foremost, our holy 
Patholic Church wants her ters 
to choose only Catholic me ence 
the law of obedience. Secondly, the 
personal interests and happiness of 
the married couple is greatly twined 
in the practice of the same “sallgien. | 
To illustrate this: Now, 
: Catholic were to soeeet “ a 

or my partner, What union do you 
think would exist between us? Take 
for instance, the going to church on 
Sunday morning—how will it cope 
to see my ivkandl driving or wa S 

along with me a certain a a 
then dropping me in front of 
urch, and he driving on to his 
eager s, for I cannot be sure whether 
I! certainly attend his church, 


or meeting a friend, go somewhere | 
er forms of the Protestant faith. oe where I would not wish him to|/. 


rn This will naturally cause sus- 
ple on to arise on my _* and give 
eelings between 


— to eg ee ms 
~going further, if God blesses us 


with children, and he insists on having | 
| the boys on his sice and the girls to) 
‘profess mine,. what a secret, sharp 
pang will wring my heart, when 
shall see even my little ones thus! 
|separated in God’s Abode. 

Now let me touch the family circle, | 
| It is the mother’s bounden and sacred 
(auty 


itrue faith, by teaching them the 
| prayers and the Catechism, etc. How | 
can I possibly accomplish this re- 


|sponsible task when there j6 a differ- 
ence in the religion, prayers, etc., be- | 


tween the boys and girls’? Every) 


good homa should have morning and | 


(night prayers said in common, an 
can | take all my little ones arou 

ime? Here again, is a division! Then 
}again, in making the sign of the Cross 
ibefore and after meals, my husband 
and the boys will not join me and my 
igirls. Then the critical moment wil! 
arrive, when the little ones will grow 


up and perceive the above-mentioned 
lifferences existing in the family 
The natural questions will arise, 
Mother, why don’t we all go to the 


same church? Why does father not 


lallow Fred and Noel (the brothers) to | 
| join us. and aleo come himself to our | 


church? How it, Father never 
}goes to communion and confession ae 


is 


we do? Why do they not make the 
sign of the Cross?’ and so on and an) 
endless number. Guess then, what! 


ja pang this will cause me, on the con- 
trary, what a happy wife and mother | 


| could deem myself, if my husband), 
i being also a Catholic, we shall all be 
iside by side.in Church as well as for | 


ur family prayers, etc. 

The awful, nay 
leath will come 
Catholic can stand the 
this keen knife of 
| ood, Catholic husband can 
help his dying wife to pass away hap 
pily in God's Arms f he lov 
her death-bed, and 
aspirations they hoth 
their married life 
thought to len 
hildren) in his safe 


Who bit a good 
blow 
separation ? 


y 
> 


Knee!ls by 
to her the aid 
| during 
thing 
ires «he 
ing, 

The Catholic Man Considered From a 
Religious and Moral Point of View. 
Take for granted that he 

Catholic ‘“ there is a vast differ 

jence between one “Catholic and an 

other. ‘There is the nominal Catholic 
the tepid and indifferent Catholic. and 
lastiy the God-fearing staunch Cath 
and my ideal of my future part 
ner is the last mentioned type 
A youhg man that ts hone 
with God, will surely be same 
with me. If he is regular and punc 
in his duties to God, he will sim 
act with regard to his official 
and those towards his 
from him ood exaniple to 
my children, that being the head of 
ithe family, he should be the 

‘insist on church-going and the recita! 

pravers, etc. And most certainly 

1 desire that he should proudly walk 

with me to Church and also frequent 

the Sacraments regularly I don't 

lwel! onger on this poImt a 

said enough in the first head. Suffice 

it.to say, that | expect him to be an 
ay to me and an exemp- 
my children 


a ac ve her treas 


keep 


im a 


iw. 


i ol 


the 


tual 
illarly 
duties 
| expect 


‘)} 


riner 
to 


‘equal! 
lary father 


The Man Considered From a Social | 


Point of View 

Society requires an upright, pure. 
sober citizen and a moralist. As |! 
shall have to move in society, it if of 
ithe utmost tmportance that I should 
ishare equally with my husband’s repu- 
tation, otherwise ho® shall I dare step 
into society f my partner were 
known abroad to be a fic kle, giddy 
‘nan, given perhaps to the base vices 
‘of his lower nature and to drunken- 
i ness ? I dread and shrink from the 
idea of being one day pointed out as 
| the wife of an impure or a drunken 
jman! 
| | must not forget to add. thet since 
‘I expect that my children, specially 
the sons, should be loyal and true to 
‘us in our old age, L expect my husband 
ito be loyal and true to his aged par- 
ents and respect, love and care for 
‘them till God pleases call them 
| away. 


; 


te 


Eunice. 


Author's Initials ....... 
Number of Eesay......... 
Style... 


‘ Peres en tage } 


Signature of Judge... 


Argument. . 
(‘Perce tage) 


if I, whe am | 
testant | 


own, 4 


imay be realized, 


to bring up her children in the) 


i therefore, 
ithat my 
| Catholic 


growing among 
a shine forth prominently 
t 


| plety. 


. | size 
Sacred moment of 


caused | 


) as 
ingiy | 
: eneat{s 


And what | 


proud possessor of 


of one i 
est and true! 


family. | 


first to)! 


| have | 


HIS HEARING RESTORED. 


megaphone fitting inside the ear en- 
- thre ut of sight, is restoring the 
hearing of hundreds of people in New 


York 


= es = ae 


be invisible ear drum Invented by 
Leonard, is a miniature 


ity. Mr. Leonard invented this | 
to relieve himself of deafness | 7" *¢ ™ os 
The State and not) and head noises, and it does this so\ ypjai size 


? 
who is able to smile even in 


oye. “eee 
" re) tie.» 
Signatare of Selighs.«s 


n she who possesses 


| ahaa. polished ma or physical 
bey 2 What matter she cannot . 
play the piano, if only she can radiate 
“sunshine and gladness in every nook | 
JUST HOME FOLKS ,and corner of our little home. ) 
——. | We have seen that the home is es- 
(No. 19) ‘gantially what the Mother makes it | 
es ome is corner-stone 
By — still. the light | nation. | Bad national 1 customs are | 
Th nha product of omes, 
- | oy twining: around me |The ah oy ben — y nomne-balld 
er nation. erefore must 
—— ” O who would |know &nd know well how to make of | 
Be it ever so humble, Home ig | the boy a man, of the girl a lady. This 


Home.” 


Home! What a multitude of pleas- 
ant memories does not this word re-| 
eall to our mind! The — fire- | 
side, refulgent and chee loome | 
up before us. And in the midst of the | 
family cirele is a person, humble in-| 
deed, and unobtrusive, yet without) 
whom home would not be home— 
Mother. Truly, Mother is the most! 
/essential individual for a happy home. 


From the —— of the mother | 


the family ll shape its character. 
Therefore for the foundation of a 
home truly bright and cheerful, a 
pious, home-loving wife is of prime 
importance, 

In obedience to the longings which 
God has implanted in every man's 
heart, the writer covets a contented, 
joyful home as life’s most precious 
boon. That this longing, and ideal 


endowed with 
is requisite. 

| which I deem. 
artner, 


qualities tried and true, 
he qualities, or traits, 
essential in my life- 


be 


sense 


let it 
common 


At the outset 
stated that good 
tates that both husband and wife 
practice the same religion. It is 

of very first consequence 
eremeceive wife profess the 

eligion. This is a condi- 
ition fundamentally essential for 
peace and harmony in the home. If 


dic- 


‘there is division of mind between us 
on a question so fundamental as the | 
| servin 


¥ of God, there is likewise apt 
ito be division and that of a very seri 
ous nature on other important duties 
that devolve upon us. Moreover, be 
sides assuring conjugal fidelity ‘till 
leath do us part,’ the earnest prac- 
tice of the same Religion cannot but 
be a powerful source of mutual edi 
‘fication and encouragement in the 
many difficulties and trials of the 
married state. 

Modesty, genuine, piety, 
sense—three fragrant 
life’s 


common. 
rose-buds 
thorns-—these 
in 
ne character of my ideal wife. Mod- 
esty unquestionably 
greatest possession; 


is a 
without this pre- 


|ctous jewel she is unworthy of any- 
jone’s admiration, 


Inseparably linked 
are modesty and 
But here let me mention that 
it is true piety that I wish to empha- 
not the over-sentimental brand 
that imagines that interminable pri 
vate devotions atone for neglect of 
laily duties in the home—but a spirit 


together 


of solid, prayerful earne stness in all 
that touches the piritual and happl- 
‘ of our family 
“If Poverty is the Mother of Crime, 
tnen lack af Common-sense im the 
Father,” saves a famous French writer 
and indeed this statement ery 
‘true. Common-sense is the key to the 
treasure of all matrimonial happi 
ness and joy, and fortunate indeed is 
he who leads to the Altar a girl the 


a rich fund of this 
precious gift 
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a wife and mother | 


[ shall endeavor to explain! 
>|in the following paragraphs. 
plainly | 


woman's | 


genuine | 


is the great responsibility that rests 

on the mothers of the country. Yea, 
the home built around a God- earing, 
dutiful mother is the great anchor 
that keeps the human race from drift- 
ing — the dangerous reefs of wan- 
iton dissipation and hideous degener- 
acy. The more surely to do my duty 
in this regard to God, to society, to 
imy family, | would have my life- 
partner possess as nearly as possible 
‘the qualities outlined above as char- 
acteristic of the ‘ideal wife,’ qualities 
fundamentally necessary to make 
home a ‘Home Sweet Home’ in thé) 
truest, fullest, and widest sense of the 
word, 


In the above paragraphs I have en 


deavored to present with some clear 
nes@® and directness a mental picture 
of my ideal of a life partner. Space 


forbids a summary of the statements 
discussed. In short, my ideal is a per 
sap endowed with those qualities 
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